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the Baptists. Their prophetess was Mrs, Ellen
G. White!?

THE SABBATH AND SUNDAY
HE history oi the Seventh Day or the week

as the Sabbath, begins with the history ot

man. Sacred historv upon this pomt, as e\emph-
fied in the first part of the book of Genesis,” 18
corroborated, not omnly by everyv other knom*:
source of sacred history, but by proiane history
as well. The Sabbath was not peculiar to the.He-
brews. It antedates not only Moeses and Smai, but
the patriarchs, Jacob, Isaac. and Abraham, as
well. The purity of the Seventh Day o1 the week
as the Sabbath was preserved by the Hebrews m
the same way, and for the same fundamental
reasons that thev preserved the worship oi Je-

hovah, who made them his Chosen Peoplel®
Jesus and his apostles observed the Seventh

Dav of the week, and no other, as the Sabbath.

Neither the Old Testament nor the New Tes-

tament recognizes any other day ot the week
as the Sabbath. The early Chnstian Church
taithiully kept the Sabbath for upwards o1 three
hundred vears. Indecd, a careful examination
o1 ecclesiastical history vields substannual evi-
dence in favour of the claim that at no time
since the msumtion of the Chrisnan Chureh,
1. Ci. Euorly Ilritings o Mre. Wihize, DBy Ellen G,

b

White. " Waszshingten, 13 (., 1920,
2. C1. Guenests, Chapters 1-Xa,
3. Ci. Yerer's Reoagion o tae Hebrews, ppe 100107,
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nearly nineteen hundred years ago, has 1t
failed to offer hving witnesses to the observ-
ance oif the Sabbath of Jehovah.

When the tide of the English Reformation
arose, and carried upon its crest an msistent de-
mand that the well-nigh universal loose ob-
servance oi Sunday should be abandoned, the
claims of the Sabbath stoed out in bold and
startling rehet, almost compelling the church of
England and the whole great body o1 Purmans 1o
forsake Sunday and observe the Sabbath. There
were those who did embrace the Sabbath, and
among them were to be 1found somie of the more
promment of Cromwell’s most radical and most
zealouns {ollowers. From that time i1orward. the
Sabbath question has exerted a poient mbuence
~Protestant Christendom. |

Sunday was wholly destitute of anv valid
clanm, whatsoever, upon the Christian Church.
The only attested claim it could offer to the
world tor precedence over any other dav in the
week lav m the fact that a pagan world had
dedicated 1t to the heathen worship of the sun,
it the same way that the same pacan world
had dedicated Monday to the heathen worship
ot the moon, Thursday to the worship of Thor,
and the other davs or the week to the worship
of other heathen deties. respectively.  Sundav
came nto the church as a- usurper, and as a
nsurper of the worst tyvpe.

The manner of its mtroduction was as {ol-



Jows: When Rome entered upon her career of
far-reaching conquest. 1or diplomatic reasons
she ecstablished the policy of taking the people
of anv newly acquired territory into the Empire
bodily and intact, with the least disturbance pos-
sible of their iformer manners and customs. In
pursuance of this policy, the religion o1 the new
subjects, regardless o1 its philosophy or cthics or
practice. was incorporated into the religious sys-
tem of Imperial Rome. Rome, i turn, however.
demarded that her new subjects worship the gods
of Rone, as well as their own gods. Christian-
ity retised to make such a compromise, and
in conscquence sufiered a persecution designed
not only to extirpate it from Rome; but, 11
possible, to blot it from the 1ace ot the earth.

Nevertheisss, Christianity steadily grew 1In
power and scope, until. when Constantine the
Great ascended the throne. in the carly part ot
the fourth century of the Christian era, he
found it so widespread and of such tenacious
hold that ior pohtcal reasons he was con-
strained to make it the state religion. How-
ever, not daring wholly to disregard the deep-
seated traditions of the throne, as wéll as for
tactical reasons. he felt compelled to recognize,
within certain bounds, such pagan rehigions as
existed to anyv considerable extent among his
subjects. Accardingly 1in a ftamous proclama-
tion., 1ssued A, D, 321% "we nnd that the

1. Ci. Codex Justin. Lib, I1I, Tit. xi., 1, 3.
10 |

First Day of the week, commonly called Sun-
day (Solis Dies), and styvled by Constantine
the “Venerable Day of the Sun™ (Splis Dics
Venerabilis), a day already recognized by his
subjects as one set apart in honour of the sun-
god, was proclaimed a general holidayv by him.
No business could be transacted, legally, on
that day, alfhough a supplementary proclama-
tion of later date permitted the manumission
of slaves; and no labour was to be periormed
except upon the farm and in the garden. thus
making the day, absolutely and completely, a
legal holiday in the cities and larger towns.

About this time, the Christian Church, in
order to protect itself against certain dangers
which threatened it, adopted a polity ior itself
similar to that of the Roman Empire. The
Emperor as Pontifexr Maximus (Great High
Priest) of Pagan Rome, became the head (the
Pontiti, or Pope) of Christian Rome. In the
enjoyment of the power he now wielded as
Pope in the Christian Church, the Emperor
casily supplanted the observance of the Sab-
bath of Jehovah—the Sabbath of history. the
Sabbath of Jesus and hiz apostles. the Sabbath
of the early Christian Church—with a legal
holiday established in honour of the sun-god,
and the change was consummaied.

It should never be forgotten, thereiore,

1. Ci. Schati. Church History.
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That Sundavy was engraited upon the Christian
Church bv a Roman Emperor. who was at heart
a pagan. both by instinct and by training, and 2
Christian ior reasons ot state expediency oniyv.’

That previous to its introduction into the Chris-
tian Church., the history o1 Sunday was any-
thing but a credit to the Church’?

That the proclamation of Constantine. by which
Sunday was iformally and legallvy inducted
into the Church, marked the consummation ot
a compromise between Chrisnanity and Pagan-
1sn1—a compromise which resulted in the great
Protestant revolt led. by NMarun Luther twelve
hundred vears arterwards.

That the observance of Sunday by the Church

at large, down to the tme o1 the Purnan
movement m England., was 1im no true sense

a rebgious observance.

That the principal claim urged m behalf of Sun-
day today by all but a 1ew, 1t anv, accurate
modern schelars ot Protestant Christendom., 13
that of mere convenience—a desire not to dis-
turb the existing order o1 thmes,

That the Seventh Dayv o1 the week was the uni-
versal Sabbath of the carly history oI the
human race.

That the Seventh Dav ot the week 13 the only
weekly Sabbath recogmzed m o the Old Testament.

That the Seventh Dav ot the week was the
weekly  Sabbath observed by Jesus and  Ins
aposties, and that they observed no other.

v ¢ Yevee, Tihe Holy Reman Ewmsire, Chap, ).
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SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS IN GREAT
BRITAIN

AS previously stated, the pages of history
show that the Seventh Dayv of the week,
the Sabbath o1 Jesuz, has at Jio time since the
institution o1 the Christian Church,. 1ailed to be
observed by followers of the Master.

The date at which the observance oif the
Sabbath was introduced into Great Britain is
somewhat uncertain. Nicholas Bounde’s book,
the first book on the Sabbath question to be
published in the English language, appeared
in 1395, only to be suppressed four vears later.
During the next century, numerous other writ-
ers arose. m _

There appears to be evidence that, in all,
upwards of thirty Seventh Dayv Baptist churches
have been established in Great Bnitain and
Ireland. The most important of these are the
Mill Yard, and the Pinner's Hall churches of
London.

The Seventh Day Baptist Church ot Mill
Yard. Goodman’s Fields, London, is conf-
dently believed to have had origin i1n 161/, and
may be said to have been 1ounded by John
Trask and hizs wife—two school teachers—who
were both mimprisoned for their views upon the
Qabbath. The membership roll of this church
containg, among i1ts multitude of names, those
of the iollowing: Dr. Peter Chamberlen, the
Royal Physician to three kings and queens of

1>



England; John James, the martyr;’ Nathanael
Bailev, the compiler of Bailey’s Dictionary
(upon which Johnson based his tamous diction-
arv), as well as a prolific editor or classical
text-books: William Tempest, F. R. S., barns-
ter and poet: \William Henry Black, archaolo-
gist; and others.

The Seventh Dav Baptist Church oi Pinner’s
Hall. Broad Street, London, was -organized
March 3. 1676. at his home, by the Reverend
Francis Bampfield. His brother, the Honour-
able Thomas Bampfield, Speaker of the House
of Commons. under Richard Cromwell, was
also 2 Seventh Dayv Bapiist; Dr. Edward Sten-
nett. who as well as his son, Joseph Stennett,
tocether with his grandson, Joscph Stennett,
hiz great grandsons, Joseph Sicnnett and Sam-
uel Siennett. were all Seventh Day DBaptist
clerzvinen. preached for this church. Edward
Sienrett’s zon, Joseph Stennett. pastor of Fin-
ner's Hall for more than twenty yvears, was Q
profound scholar and a velummous Wwriter.  as
well as one of the most mtluential non-con-
formists of his time. Hiz son in turn, Joseph
Q:ennett. 2nd. the third preacher or the family,

7

1. O hiz marivedom. the Rev, Thomas Arnuiace, D, D,
LL. D.. the author of a wellknown History 07 tar Bo:
ticze. in o pubile addreiz on the occaswn 01 ] receion
civen im honounr of the Rev, Jomothon Allen, DO DL, LL
D, then crosident of Alired Univessizy, by the alumm ol
(hae jmatitvtion. at the Murray 17! Hotel in New Yorx
Ci:v, May 6. 1891, «aid: The biocd of Jean Tames the
marive i< alone suficient to rervemnite 1ae severth Day

Ba-tist Church for a thousand years”
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was, like his fatirer, a man oif learning and of
influence among public men. His sons, again,
Joseph Stennett, 3rd, and Samuel Stennett, were
his successors in the ministry., Samuel Sten-
nett was the most famous preacher who ever
represented the Seventh Dayv Baptists in Eng-
land. He was a man of pre-eminent nfiuence,
not onlv among his own people, but among
those oi other faiths as well. At the earnest
solicitation of that church, he preached to a
Baptist congregation in Little Wild Street. Lon-
don, for many 1years. Among his hearers
there, were Caleb Evans, alterward president
of Bristol College: the Rev. Joseph Hughes,
{founder of the Britizh and Foreign Bible So-
cietyv; Halloway, the eniinent engraver or the
cartoons of Raphacel; and John Howard, the
famous philanthropist., He was the most pro-
lific writer of the Stennert family, His con-
troversial writings were numerous; his other
works fill three octaveo volumes. He was the
author of many hvimns, including “NMajestic
sweetness =itz enthroned upon the Saviour's brow,”
and “On Jordan's stormy banks 1 stand.”

Dr. Samuel Stennett was personally known
to His Majesty, King George IIIL who held

“him oin hieh esteem. For this reason, Dr. Sten-

nett was the medinm through whom the Bap-
tists of New England appealed successiully to
the Ning in 1771, for relief from the oppressive
measures of the colomal government. Samuel

Stennett died Aucust 24, 1795,
17



SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS IN AMERICA e o

OGER WILLIAMS, the first Baptist 1n

" America. after his banishment from Massa-
chusetts Colony 1n 1636, settled at once,
company with a few Kkindred spirits, at Provi- |
dence, Rhode Island. Airter a hittle more than o
two vears, probably early in 1639. he organized '
at Providence, the first Bapust church 1n
America. In 1644, there was orgamzed at
Newport. Rhode Island, a second church un-
der the leadership of Dr. John Clarke. In 1664,
Stephen Mumiord., a Seventh Day Baptist, came
over srom London, England, and settled at
Newport. His observance of the Sabbath natur-
allv atiracted attention, and several members
of the Newport Church adopted his views and
practice. They did not alter their church re.
lations, however, until in December. 16,1 (old
stvle: Tanuary, 1672, new style). when aiter
some correspondence with the Seventh Day
Baptist Church in Bell Lane. London. and with
Dr. Edward Stennett., the pastor of the church
of the =same faith at Pinner's Hall, London,
there was organized at Newport, the frst
Seventh Day Baprist Church in America. |

{.ﬂmu“ IH_'. - .
Lad .
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‘Qame thirteen vears aiter the organization
of the Newport Church, or about 1684, Abel
Noble came to America and settled a rew
aqilezs dizstant from FPhiladelphia. Subsequently
he became a Seventh Day Baptust, through

TME PLAINFIELD {N. 1.) CHURCH
(Erected 1893)

18



contact with Rev. \William Gillette, N, D., a
Seventh Day Baptist clergyman 1rom New
England. Abel Noble presented the claims of
the Sabbath to his Keithian Baptist neigh-
bours, with the result that some halt dozen
Seventh Dav Baptist churches were organized
in and near Philadelphia about the year 1700.

Near the same vear. 1700, Edmund Dun-
ham, a member of the Bapust church at Pis-
cataway, Middlesex County, New Jerseyv, was
moved to examine the Holy Scriptures for
authorityv for the sacred observance of Sun-
dav. s a result of hizs own research., he de-
cided that his former practice was wrong. and
at once began to keep the Seventh Day or the
week as the Sabbuath. Others soon jommed with
him. and in 1705, there was organized the Dis-
cataway Seventh Day Baptist Church.

Emigcration from these three small inde-
pendent centres has resulted in giving, at the
present time. about seventyv-five Seventh Day
Baptist churches, with some seven thousand
five hundred commumcants, i almost every
part of the United States. The principal
strongholds are 1 Rhode l:zsland, New Jerzey,
New York, West Virgimia, and Wisconsamn,

Yesides the churchezs in England and the
United States. there are churchet in Holland,
China, India, South America, -and the Drninsh
West Indwes.



GERMAN SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS

HE German Seventh Day Bapust Church

in America was jounded by Conrad Beis-
csel, who fled to this countrv from Germany in
the vear 1,20, to escape the religious persecu-
tion raging 1n the Palatinate. In the {follow-
ing vear., he came in contact with the Seventh
Day Baptsts of Newton and Providence, in
Chesier County, Pennsvlvania, and soon aiter-
wards began the observance of the Sabbath.

On November 12, 1725, he was baptized by
Rev. Peter Becker, pastor of the German Bap-
tist Brethren of Germantown, Pennsvivania,
and became a constituent member o1 the Ger-
man Bapust DBrethren Church organized by the
new converts mn the Conestoga and Pequea
valleyvs, and or which he was, by common con-
sent. chosen the leader.

Beissel continued his observance of the Sev-
enth Day as the Sabbath. however, with the re-
sult that 1in the vear 1728 a schism occurred.
one pariv followind Beissel in the obsgervance
of the Sabbath, and the other adhering to their
oniminal 1aith.

In the vear 1731, Beissel took up his abade
in a wilderness on Cocalico Creek, in Lancas-
ter Countyv. where he was soon iollowed by
hiz svmpathizers, and the German Seventh
Dzv Raptist Church of Ephrata was orgamzed.

23
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Infivenced by Beissel, Rev. Peter AMiller, the
voung pastor of the German Reformed Church
near by, and Conrad \Weiser, a prominent lay
member of the same church. began the observ-
ance of the Sabbath., and joined the Seventh
Dayv Baptist Church at Ephrata, where thev,
together with the Eckerhn brothers—Iomman-
wel. Gabriel. Isracel. and  Samuel—along  with
Beissel as  their jeader. became the principal
ficures in a flourishing church numbering sev-
¢ral hundred members,

From FEphrata as a source, other churches

were arcanized, the chietr ot which were the

Spnow  Hill Churdh, near Waynesboro, in
Franklin County, and the Salemville Church imn
Rediord County., both in Pennsylvama.

At Ephrata and Snow Hilll ror more than
century, German Seventh  Day Baptist hie
clustered abont monastic mstimtions, with sep-
mrata doanartmmienta for men and \'\'l"‘lll(‘“—iﬂSﬁ-

tutions unparalled m the nistory of Protest-
ant Christendom. Oi1 the two, by far the more
miportant was the one at Ephrata where num-
erons commercial enterprises were Jaunched
upon an imposing scale. Here, too, was es-
tablished a printing house where the first
printed copies of the American Declaration ot
Independence were produced. Books bearing
the Ephrata imprint—particularly Braght’s
Martyrer Spicacl (printed i1or the Mennonites).
which required fifteen men, working continu-
ously, three vears to complete—are among the
rarest and most sought arter by collectors ot
carly dmericana.

Rev. Peter MNiller transzlated the Declara-
tion of Independence into the principal Euro-
pean languages for the Continental Congress,
besides conducting the diplomatic correspon-
dence of Congress with 1oreign governments,

Conrad Weiser was the leading Indian mterpre-
ter of his time 1or the colony of Pennsylvama.

After the Battle of Brandywine, the monas-
tic buildings at Ephrata were converted 1mnto
hospitais  for lhundreds of the sick and
wounded soldiers from that bloody held, and
the Brethren and Sisters laid aside their accus-
tomed duties and became nurses.

A classical academy was -established at Eph-
rata which was freely patronmized by the gen-
1o hend Jawnitine o Philadelnhia and  Daltimore.



An elementary school was likewise sustained.
Here a Sabbath School was also organized {full
forty Yyears berore Robert Raikes nrst opened
his celebrated Sundav School at Gloucester,
England.

Although the monastic features ot Ephrata
and Snow Hill have long since passed away,
and many ot the buildings at Ephrata have
disappeared, the church organizations continue
active to the present time. German Seventh
‘Day Baptists may be found in various other
places in the United States.

Their general denominational organization is
the (German) Seventh Dayv Baptist General
Conference, which holds its sessions annually.
This body sustains no organic relation to the
Seventh Day Baptust General Conference de-
scribed on the following page.

ORGANIZATIONS

General Conference

LLLL the churches ot the denomination, 1n-

cluding those 1in the United States and
those in foreign countries alike, form the Sev-
enth Day Baptist General Conterence, which
was organized 1in the vear 1802 and incorpor-
ated in 1927, with the corporate ofnce at
Westerly, Rhode Island. The sessions of the

General Conierence are held annually,

Associations

The churches in the United States are di-
vided 1nto seven groups. called associations, as
follows: Eastern, \Western, Central., North-
Western, South-Eastern., South-\Western, and
Paciic Coast. The associations, which are
organizations mdependent or the General Con-
ference. hold annual sesstons. None of the as-

sociations 1s imcorporated.

The Seventh Day Baptist Building
The Seventh Dav Baptist Building, erected in
1920, in Plainfield, New Jersey. provides head-
quarters for the various organized Seventh Day
Baptist interests.

Missionary Society
The Seventh Day Baptist Missionary Society
mav be said to date from the yvear 1818 As at
present constimted, 1t 18 corporated under

27



the laws ol the Siate oI New York as well as
under the laws ol the State o1 Rihode Island.
Its principal ommce 1s situnated at Westerly,

Rhode Island.
Tract Society

The history oi the Tract Society may be
said to date from the vear 1833, The Ameri- f‘f*‘ﬁ et
can Sabbath Tract Society, as at present con- / N
stituted, is incorporated under the laws of the A o
State of New York as well as under the laws
of the State of New Jersey. Its principal office

g
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is at Plainfield, New Jersey. o
Education Society .”f_,. MRS o
The Seventh Dayv Baprist Education Society ;".. e NPT -
is» incorporated under the laws of the State of g‘/ - - i"' L :_- ‘“ T ‘
New York, with its principal office at Alired, | B 3 = T
New York. ! ;E Py S8
Memorial Fund ! - T i s

N

o

The Trustees of the Seventh Dax DBaptist
Memorial TFund are «¢lected by the General
Conference. Theyv are incorporated under the

- Y 2 Q y - . 1% el - -y 3
laws of the State of New Jersey, with their THE SEVFNTH DAY BAPTIST BUTLDING
principal office at Plainfield. New Tersey. PLAINFIELD, N. J.

Sabbath School Board (Erected, 1929)
The Sabbath School Roard of the Seventh
Day Baptist General Conierence. incorporated
under the laws of the State of New York, has
its principal offce at Milton, Wisconsin.

Colleges

The institutions of learning maintained by
the Seventh Day DBapusts are as 1ollows:

.
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Alired University, founded in 1836, at Al-
fred, New York. It includes a Department of

Theology and Religious Education.
Milton College, at Milton, Wisconsin,
founded as Academy in 1&44, College in 1867.
Salem College, founded in 1889, at Salem,
West \irgima.

Historical Society

The Seventh Day Baptist Historical Society
was organized under the laws of the State of
New Jersey, in 1916. Its principal ofhce is in
Plainfield, New Jersey.

Publishing House

A publishing house is established at Plain-
field. New Jersey, under the control of the
American Sabbath Tract Society, where, in ad-
dition to books and tracts upon the Sabbath
are:

THE SABBATH RECORDER: a denominational
weekly family paper. Per year &2.00.

Herpine Haxp 1x. Birte ScHooL \Work: A
Qabbath School lesson quarterly,  Per ycear, 060
Cents. |

SEvENTH Day Bartist Grabpen Lessoxs: For

nse 1n Sabbath Schools:

Jurxior Semies: Ilustrated, issned  quarterly.
Per copy. 1> cents,

 INTERMEDIATE SEwiEs: Issued quarterly. Per
copy. 13 cents,

30

Books

Pubiished and sold by the American Sabbath Tract Socwety
(Sezenth Doy Baptist), Plainneld, N. J., unless other-
svise stated. _

The books and tracts announced below present the
historv and a view of the essential pnzses of the 1issues
connected with either the Sabbath or the Sunday.

SevexTH Day Daprist Yearn Book. Coutaining the
minutes of the annual meetings of the Seventh
Dav RBaptist General Coaference. together with the re-
ports of the various affiliated, incorporated Seventh Day
DBaptist organizations. Iublished annually. Dound 1n
paper., Price, $1.00. | '

SEVENTH Davy Daprists 18 EvroPE AXD AMERICA.
A series of Historical Papers. Wrnitten in Commemo-
ration ot The Omne Hundredth Anniversary of the
organization of The Seventh Day DBaptist General Con-
ference. Two Vols. Octave. 1,500 pp. Cloth, §3.50;
112lf Leather, £3.00,

A 11isTORY OF THE SEVENTH Day Darrmists 1x WesT
Vikcixin, Jocluding the Woeodbridgetown and  Sajem-
ville Churches i1 Pennsvivania. and the Shrewsbury
Church in New Jersey. By Corliss IFitz Randolph, Chair-
man of the Committee on Denominational listory, of
the Seventh Day Daptist General Canierence. TPrinted
for the author bv the American Sabbath Tract Society,
Upwards of 100 full-page illustrations. pp. xxiv and 504.
Roval Oectave. Buckram, $3.00, not prepaid. (Order
from American Sabbath Tract Society.)

A Mavvar ofF SpvenTH Day  Barrist  PrOCEDURE.
Containing an outline of Seventh Day Daptist procedure,
as cztablished by precedents during three hundred years,
by LEuglish-speaking Seventh IDay DBapusts an England
and Anierica. For the nse of ministers, church atheers,
and lavmen. Comipiled by William L. Durdick  and
Corliss JF. Randolph. Revised edition. 120 pp.  Cloth,

$1.00. |
Tur Scvexti Day Darrist Haxpnook, Compiled by

Rev. Nerbert Jewiz, D Do A brief siatement. of the
history, polity, work and purroses of the Seventh Day
Bamists, np, 38, Cloth, 13 cents,

SevextH DNMavy Barrist listory: GovErxor SaMUEL
Warp, oF Ruope lstaxp, 17231776, Memomws, DBy
Charles H.' Dennison. Lire axp Rervices. Ry Col.
John Ward., GENEALOGY oF THE Warp Faminy, By John
Ward. Cloth, 50 cents. |

Qappatnn Ihistory., 1. DRerere e DEGINNING  OF
Moprey Desomivarioxs. v Ahva John Clarence ond,
M., A, DD Cloth, 50 cents,

A CriTicar HHISTORY OF THE SARRATH AND THE StUN-
pay 1n Tue Curistiay Cnvren. By AL I Lewis, D. D,
LL. 1, Secomld edition, pp. v, and 8120 Cloth 73 cents net.




Birricar TeacHiNGs CONCERNING THE SABBATH AND
T SuxpaYy, to which is added an important chapter omn
“The Origin of the Week.” Second edition revised.
By A. H. Lewis, D. D, pp. 146. Price, 30 cents.

A Criticar History ofF Suxpay Lecisration, Frox
A D. 321 70 188S. By Abram Herbert Lewis, D. D.
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